PRESS RELEASE:  Glasgow’s charitable Lord Provost honours global street paper network by becoming Patron
For immediate Release: Friday 20th February 2009 
Glasgow-based charity, the International Network of Street Papers (INSP) has been honoured by the public support of the city’s Lord Provost Bob Winter, as he becomes the charity’s first-ever Patron. This follows last month’s news of Thomson Reuters’ Editor-in-Chief David Schlesinger being announced as Honorary President. The two prestigious appointments mark the beginning of INSP’s 15th anniversary year. 
Speaking of his new appointment, Lord Provost Bob Winter explains: “I am pleased to have the opportunity to acknowledge INSP’s international poverty alleviation efforts in the UK and worldwide. I have been a keen supporter of the work of INSP for some time as the organisation helps some of the poorest people in the world, in many different countries, to earn an honest living. Glasgow is proud to host the headquarters of such a vibrant organisation.”
INSP’s Montreal-based Chairperson Serge Lareault expressed his delight at the new appointment: “The role of Patron is a special position which marks a distinguished individual’s commitment to supporting the vision of INSP. This appointment of Lord Provost Bob Winter acknowledges the substantial support already offered to INSP by Glasgow City Council and we are grateful to have our international headquarters located in such a supportive city.”

INSP’s Executive Director Lisa Maclean continues, “We are delighted with the Lord Provost’s public support of our work. As a small charity, we hope to strengthen the strong foundations INSP has already established in Scotland and maintain our international headquarters in Glasgow. Thanks to the valuable support of Lord Provost Bob Winter, and others, we shall be able continue our work providing hope and support to thousands of homeless people in their communities in years to come.” Next month, INSP’s new Patron will host an exclusive Reception in Glasgow’s City Chambers, inviting a key group of Scottish business leaders, political thinkers and media representatives to learn more about INSP’s work. The event will be used to launch a series of special events to mark INSP’s 15th Anniversary, and also publically acknowledge the appointment of the first-ever Patron and of the new Honorary President, who will provide the keynote address at the event.
The exciting new appointment builds upon INSP’s ongoing work supporting some 100 street papers like the UK’s Big Issue in over 40 countries worldwide. INSP’s most recent achievements include helping to start up new street papers in countries such as Kenya, Zambia and Malawi  and developing a platform for the voiceless through its growing global, independent news service (Street News Service - www.streetnewsservice.org).
The International Network of Street Papers:  www.street-papers.org 
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For more information about the International Network of Street Papers (INSP) and the appointment of the Patron, please contact:

Lisa Maclean, Executive Director, l.maclean@street-papers.org 

Telephone: +44 (0)141 225 8036
About the International Network of Street Papers (INSP)

Established in 1994, the International Network of Street Papers (INSP) is a global engine for innovative poverty solutions. From its headquarters in Scotland, INSP supports almost 100 enterprising street paper projects in some 40 countries spanning 6 continents. Based on principles of self-help, social enterprise and independent information, INSP addresses immediate and urgent needs through individual empowerment and opportunity and tackles the roots of social injustice through civic education and advocacy.

Street papers are independent newspapers and magazines sold by homeless and severely disadvantaged people on street corners around the world. Since 1994, INSP street papers have enabled approximately 250,000 marginalised people to earn a dignified income, make their voices heard and build relationships across harmful social boundaries. Reaching over 100 million global readers every year, INSP is a strong and united voice advocating for the needs and rights of people living in poverty. 
For more information about INSP, go to: www.street-papers.org 

About The Rt Hon The Lord Provost of Glasgow Councillor Bob Winter


Councillor Bob Winter was appointed Lord Provost for four years on 17 May 2007.  He is also the Lord Lieutenant of the City of Glasgow i.e. the Queen’s representative in Glasgow.

Bob Winter was born on 31 March 1937 in Maryhill Glasgow.  He was educated at Dunard Street Primary and Allan Glen’s High School and later at what is now Strathclyde University and Glasgow University.

Lord Provost Winter was employed in Local Authority Social Work in the West of Scotland from 1954 – 96 with breaks for National Service and university study.  He is a past President of the Association of Directors of Social Work and retired in 1996 from the post of Director of Social Work, Strathclyde Region.

He was first elected to Glasgow City Council in 1999 and re-elected in 2003 and 2007.  He represents the Maryhill/Kelvin Ward.  Bob has served as the Council Spokesperson for Children’s Services and Chair of the North West Area Committee, Social Renewal Working Group, North Community Health & Care Partnership, Maryhill Kelvin Canal Community Planning Partnership and Housing Forum.

From 1996-2007 Lord Provost Winter served as a lay member of the General Medical Council and as a chair of one of its fitness to practice panels.  From 1996-2005 he was a member of the NHS Greater Glasgow Primary Care Trust.  He has been convener of the Risk Management Authority from 2004 – 2008.  Since 1996 he has also served for periods as Chair or Member of a diverse range of public bodies and major voluntary organisations in the fields of health and social work.

