PRESS RELEASE:  Visionary Thomson Reuters’ Editor-in-Chief accepts Honorary Presidency of global street paper network
For immediate Release: Thursday 22nd January 2009 
To mark the beginning of its 15th Anniversary year, David Schlesinger, Editor-in-Chief of Thomson Reuters has delighted Glasgow-based charity, International Network of Street Papers (INSP) by agreeing to become its Honorary President.
Speaking of his new appointment, Schlesinger explained, ‘INSP is an organisation I have been involved with for a few years now, both personally and through Thomson Reuters. I believe that INSP’s street papers are a wonderful way for homeless people and people living in poverty to use self expression and publishing to better themselves and their position and I am truly honoured to have been asked to take on this role. I hope that together we can develop the innovative aims of this small, but highly ambitious organisation and help to nurture independent media in the UK and worldwide.”

The exciting new appointment builds upon INSP’s ongoing work supporting some 100 street papers like the UK’s Big Issue in over 40 countries worldwide. INSP’s most recent achievements include helping to start up new street papers in countries such as Kenya, Zambia and Malawi  and developing a platform for the voiceless through its growing global, independent news service (Street News Service - www.streetnewsservice.org).
INSP Executive Director, Lisa Maclean, explains, “Having such an exceptional media representative support the INSP is a significant endorsement for all of our street paper members who work tirelessly to support their homeless vendors in cities around the world. David Schlesinger and Thomas Reuters’ participation shall reward the fantastic work carried out by street papers worldwide and build the profile of this important independent media movement from its Scottish headquarters. Perhaps most importantly, it will highlight the work of journalists working in the area of social justice globally, an area that is very important, but not properly recognised. We are grateful for the time and support of David Schlesinger and Thomson Reuters who are true champions of our cause.”
INSP Chairperson Serge Lareault, Montreal, continues, “The international board of INSP is proud to count David Schlesinger as the new Honorary President of the organisation. With his help, INSP will start a new phase into INSP’s next 15 years of development. The board would also like to say thank you to the first Honorary President of INSP, Mel Young, who was in post from 2005-2008. Mr Young helped to establish the Head Office in Glasgow and gave his energy to growing the international network which now represents some 100 street papers worldwide.”
This year, among other things, Schlesinger’s new role will have him take part in the high-level judging panel for INSP’s annual International Street Paper Awards in Norway and facilitate further partnerships between INSP, business leaders and media representatives.  While some may hesitate to undertake such an active voluntary position, Schlesinger is steadfast in his commitment to enabling poor and homeless people in their communities worldwide to have a voice and encounter new opportunities. This is a visionary to be proud of.
The International Network of Street Papers:  www.street-papers.org 
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For more information about the International Network of Street Papers (INSP) and the appointment of the new Honorary President, please contact:

Lisa Maclean, Executive Director, l.maclean@street-papers.org 

Telephone: +44 (0)141 225 8036
About the International Network of Street Papers (INSP)

Established in 1994, the International Network of Street Papers (INSP) is a global engine for innovative poverty solutions. From its headquarters in Scotland, INSP supports almost 100 enterprising street paper projects in some 40 countries spanning 6 continents. Based on principles of self-help, social enterprise and independent information, INSP addresses immediate and urgent needs through individual empowerment and opportunity and tackles the roots of social injustice through civic education and advocacy.

Street papers are independent newspapers and magazines sold by homeless and severely disadvantaged people on street corners around the world. Since 1994, INSP street papers have enabled approximately 250,000 marginalised people to earn a dignified income, make their voices heard and build relationships across harmful social boundaries. Reaching over 100 million global readers every year, INSP is a strong and united voice advocating for the needs and rights of people living in poverty. 
For more information about INSP, go to: www.street-papers.org

About David Schlesinger, Editor-in-Chief, Reuters News, Thomson Reuters
 

Mr Schlesinger is the Editor-in-Chief of Reuters News at Thomson Reuters, where he oversees all of Thomson Reuters editorial operations and strategy. Mr Schlesinger was appointed Reuters Editor-in-Chief in January 2007, and before that, was the company’s Global Managing Editor. Prior to his appointment, Mr Schlesinger was Executive Vice President and Editor of the Americas.  Mr Schlesinger joined Reuters Hong Kong bureau in 1987 as a correspondent. Prior to joining Reuters, Mr Schlesinger wrote for a variety of publications from Hong Kong and had an early career as a teacher.

Mr Schlesinger is a Director for the Reuters Foundation and a Director for the Dannenberg Oberlin-in-London Program. He is also a board member of the International News Safety Institute and of the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ).

Mr Schlesinger graduated from Oberlin College and has a Masters degree from Harvard University, where he concentrated on Chinese politics. In December 2009, Mr Schlesinger was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Emmy Award for Business & Financial Reporting. Mr. Schlesinger was honored for his stewardship of the world’s largest international news organization, and his commitment to preserving core Reuters values while reinventing journalism for the 21st century.  

For more information on Thomson Reuters, go to: www.thomsonreuters.com

