PRESS RELEASE:  Bergen Mayor becomes Patron of Scottish-based, global street-paper network

For immediate Release: Friday 29th January 2010  

Glasgow-based charity, the International Network of Street Papers (INSP) has been honoured by the public support of Mayor Gunnar Bakke of Bergen, Norway as he becomes the charity’s latest Patron. He joins the Lord Provost of Glasgow (Patron) and Reuters’ Editor-in-Chief, David Schlesinger (Honorary President) as the charity’s esteemed figureheads. The appointment of Mayor Bakke sees the development of INSP’s Patron scheme, involving Mayors and civic leaders worldwide who are committed to INSP’s mission to support street papers and homeless people in 38 countries.
Gunnar Bakke was introduced to INSP in 2009 during his support of the organisation’s 14th annual conference in Bergen, co-hosted by the local street paper Megafon. He spoke of his admiration of street papers’ enterprising approach to poverty alleviation and expressed his interest in Megafon’s international connections through INSP.

Speaking of his new appointment as INSP Patron, Mayor Bakke said: “It is an honour and a privilege to be asked to be a Patron of the International Network of Street Papers. The organisation is doing an excellent job worldwide, providing a much needed voice to people who would otherwise not have one. Most importantly, street papers give homeless and disadvantaged people a means to earn a dignified living by helping them to help themselves.

“Through dedication to the less fortunate members of our communities and with a critical eye toward the ways in which our society is structured, street papers create understanding and a dialogue between different social groups and cut down harmful social barriers. By purchasing a street paper, we all support this good work.

“I personally hope that a larger number of politicians and policy-makers worldwide will recognise and support the successful work of INSP and street papers. I intend to use my position as patron to help raise awareness about street papers, and the very important function they have in our society.”
INSP’s Executive Director, Lisa Maclean responded, “We are very proud to have a person as highly regarded as Mayor Bakke as a Patron of INSP. Mayor Bakke will help us to raise awareness of INSP’s work among communities in Norway and ultimately to strengthen our work providing hope and support to thousands of homeless people in cities around the world, particularly in developing countries.”
Thomas Anthun Neilsen, Editor of Bergen’s local street paper, Megafon added: “This will give Bergen and Megafon a chance to continue working alongside INSP to build and strengthen the organisation.  During the 2009 INSP conference we met a number of our fellow street papers colleagues and we talked a lot about how we could work together, across borders.  Now that our Mayor is a Patron for INSP we can contribute further by opening doors and creating awareness about the work INSP is doing to fight poverty.”
It is hoped that Mayor Bakke will follow in the footsteps of INSP’s other Patron, Glasgow’s Lord Provost Bob Winter, by hosting an awareness-raising and fundraising event for Bergen’s business leaders, political thinkers and media representatives later this year. 

The exciting new appointment builds upon INSP’s ongoing work supporting 106 street papers, like the UK’s Big Issue, in 38 countries worldwide. INSP’s most recent achievements include helping to start up new street papers in countries such as Kenya, Zambia and Malawi  and developing a platform for the voiceless through its growing global, independent news service (Street News Service - www.streetnewsservice.org).

The International Network of Street Papers:  www.street-papers.org 
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For more information about the International Network of Street Papers (INSP) and the appointment of the Patron, please contact:

Lisa Maclean, Executive Director, l.maclean@street-papers.org 

Telephone: +44 (0)141 225 8036/7
About the International Network of Street Papers (INSP)

Established in 1994, the International Network of Street Papers (INSP) is a global engine for innovative poverty solutions. From its headquarters in Scotland, INSP supports 106 enterprising street paper projects in 38 countries spanning 6 continents. Based on principles of self-help, social enterprise and independent information, INSP addresses immediate and urgent needs through individual empowerment and opportunity and tackles the roots of social injustice through civic education and advocacy.

Street papers are independent newspapers and magazines sold by people experiencing  homeless and poverty on street corners around the world. Since 1994, INSP street papers have enabled approximately 250,000 marginalised people to earn a dignified income, make their voices heard and build relationships across harmful social boundaries. Reaching over 100 million global readers every year, INSP is a strong and united voice advocating for the needs and rights of people living in poverty. 
For more information about INSP, go to: www.street-papers.org 

About The Mayor of Bergen, Mr Gunnar Bakke
Gunnar Bakke was elected Mayor of Bergen in September 2007 and represents the Progressive Party (FrP). He has been a member of the City Council since 1995. 

His main tasks as Mayor are to chair the City Council and to represent the city at ceremonial and social events. He also promotes Bergen’s business credentials in the region and abroad. 

Contact information
The Mayor of Bergen
P.O.Box 7700
N-5020 Bergen
Norway
Phone: +47 5556 6406
E-mail: ordforer@bergen.kommune.no 

